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EAST LEAKE PARISH COUNCIL       

This response is based on Transport Assessment document 18_02692_OUT—1172065 and 

Transport Assessment Appendices document 18_02692_OUT—1215511 both dated 1 November 

2018. 

According to the dates on the Rushcliffe Planning website,  
https://planningon-line.rushcliffe.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=PIJ4ORNLIPZ00, the first of these 
documents appeared on the Rushcliffe Borough council website on 20th November however East 
Leake Parish Council did not receive notification until 12th December. The second document 
appeared on 21st December.  
 
Much of the content of the Appendices is repeated from the original document with some 

extensions, clarification and changes to pertinent facts. 

This response looks in detail at the content relating to walking routes, cycling routes and public 

transport.  

Walking  

To walk to the bus stop/village centre, the footpath starts on north side 

of West Leake Road at the junction with Field End Close meaning 

pedestrian exiting the site have to cross the road immediately. 

 This footpath continues for a distance of 276m up to approximately 

20m before the railway bridge and the junction with Birch Lea.  

The photograph above shows the visibility to the left when crossing from south to north at this 

point., i.e on the reverse of this journey. 

To continue towards the village centre or nearest bus stop it is necessary to cross to the south side. 

At the railway bridge the road name changes to Station Road. The footpath continues on the south 

side until meeting Main Street, a distance of 558m. There are two road junctions to negotiate, 

Twentylands Drive and Walnut Gardens. For people walking to Lantern Lane School and East Leake 

Academy (ELA) or the village centre and wishing to take a route along Bateman Road and hence 

through Meadow Park, it is necessary to cross Station Road again. This is also necessary to reach the 

bus stop for the Nottingham bound bus stops. For the Loughborough bound bus stop and Brookside 

School it is necessary to cross Main Street at this point. 

It should be noted that, if taking the route pushing a buggy or wheelchair, it is 

necessary to re-cross Station Road before meeting Main Street as the access on 

the footpath on the south side is compromised by the steps to the Sheba B&B. 

Shown on photograph. 

 

There is a footpath extending west on the north side of Station Road for 132m as far as opposite the 

entrance to Walnut Gardens but this is narrow and unsuitable for buggies or wheelchairs. 

https://planningon-line.rushcliffe.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=PIJ4ORNLIPZ00
https://planningon-line.rushcliffe.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=PIJ4ORNLIPZ00
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While examining and measuring this route I spoke with some residents and their comments may be 

of interest. A woman with a buggy said she could not walk on the north side of Station Road from 

Bateman Road westwards as it was not suitable for the buggy. Another woman, walking her dogs, 

remarked on the volume and speed of traffic along Station Road/West Leake Road. This was 

between mid-day and 1pm on Thursday 3rd January. A resident of West Leake Road was going from 

house to house with a petition to the Borough Council regarding the poor state of the pavement. He 

said that his disabled wife had fallen when her disability scooter tipped over due to the unevenness 

of the path and she had landed in the road. She is now virtually housebound as it is unsafe for her 

disability scooter on the footpaths. 

This is the route that is considered suitable for access to schools, the village centre and bus stops. 

Measurement shows that the distance from the Field End Close/West Leake Road junction to the 

Station Road/Main Street junction is 938m - not as stated in either of the documents. 

(Measurements in metres and quoted to the nearest metre.) 

Cycling 

Currently there is no designated cycle path along West Leake Road and Station Road.  

Public Transport 

The village of East Leake is served by Nottingham City Transport bus route 1. According to document 

1 the nearest bus stop is 1.1km from the site entrance. According to document 2 it is 1760m 

(1.76km) to the bus stop. This distance has been measured as 938m.  

The 6Cs Design Guide 

3.81 Generally walking distances to bus stops in urban areas should be a maximum of 400m and 

desirably no more than 250m. In rural areas the walking distance should not be more than 800m. 

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/media/131233/5_part_3_0.pdf  

Clearly the distance from the site entrance on West Leake Road greatly exceeds the recommended 

distance for walking to bus stops whichever measurement is used. 

The documents refer to two other bus services. 

Service 863 runs between Ruddington and Keyworth. This provides a limited service Monday to 

Friday only. The nearest bus stop to the site is in the village centre, a walking distance of 1.4km, and 

the bus times are shown in the table below.  

Keyworth to Ruddington Ruddington to Keyworth 

11:15 10:05 

13:15 12:05 

15:15 14:05 

(https://www.geopunk.co.uk/timetables/east-midlands/nottinghamshire/863-ruddington-east-

leake-keyworth accessed 2nd January 2019) 

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/media/131233/5_part_3_0.pdf
https://www.geopunk.co.uk/timetables/east-midlands/nottinghamshire/863-ruddington-east-leake-keyworth%20accessed%202nd%20January%202019
https://www.geopunk.co.uk/timetables/east-midlands/nottinghamshire/863-ruddington-east-leake-keyworth%20accessed%202nd%20January%202019
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The Soar Valley Bus is a local community transport scheme and is reliant on volunteer drivers. There 

is currently a service Monday to Fridays during term time which travels to and from ELA through 

local villages. There is also a shopping service running on Tuesday mornings. Their bus does not have 

disabled or pram access. 

Soar Valley Bus is an Industrial and Provident Society, with charitable status, its object of “Operating 
transport services for the benefit of the community and to assist the work of organisations and bodies 
engaged in the relief of poverty, sickness and the disabilities of age, the provision of facilities for 
recreation or other leisure time occupation within the meaning of Section 1 of the Recreation 
Charities Act 1958 and any other charitable purpose in Rushcliffe and District.” 
https://www.soarvalleybus.co.uk/timetables-c11vb accessed 2nd January 2019) 

Neither of these services is suitable for commuters, particularly those working outside the village. 

Is it reasonable to use this as a basis of saying a new development has adequate public transport? 

Driving 

 

West Leake Road is a single carriageway road with several bends 

and at one point there is a warning of oncoming traffic in the 

middle of the road, as shown on the photograph on the left.  

 

 

The houses on the north side of West Leake Road, opposite the access to Field End Close, do not 

have driveways or garages so there is often several parked cars on this part of the road. There is 

considerable congestion in this area when parents/carers drop off and collect children going to/from 

the Scout hut at the end of the lane adjacent to these houses.  

There is a huge amount of information about proposed increase in traffic but the emphasis seems to 

be on the effect the development will have on the A52/A606 which is described as ‘local traffic 

network’. However little attention is paid to the effect this increased traffic will have on the 

immediate surroundings. The traffic flows show that much of this additional traffic will go towards 

Main Street, adding pressure to the junction of Station Road and Main Street, at a time when 

schoolchildren will be needing to cross Main Street to Brookside School. Traffic turning left along 

Main Street will cause more congestion in the centre of the village at the Gotham Road/Main Street 

junction. There is already considerable concern amongst residents about the current situation at this 

junction, particularly at peak times, morning commuter and school time, 8-9am, afternoon school 

time 3-4pm and commuter peak time around 5-6pm. Some drivers wanting to head for 

Loughborough may also take this route. A right turn at the Station Road/Main Street junction will 

add traffic to already busy routes to the south, via Woodgate Road and Travells Hill (not Travellers 

Hill as stated in the documents) to the A6006 or via Kirk Ley Road and Rempstone Road. This latter 

route is at present subject to concerns about safety. The junction between Loughborough Road and 

Rempstone Road, at present a crossroads, possibly to become a T-junction, has poor visibility due to 

a blind dip. Traffic going south will turn right at the junction and then meet the A6006, Melton Road. 

https://www.soarvalleybus.co.uk/timetables-c11vb%20accessed%202nd%20January%202019
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This junction is also causing concern as a proposed new entrance to Stanford Hall will mean an extra 

junction close to the existing junctions and the entrance to DMRC. There will be four junctions within 

half a mile. Concerns about safety are so high that they have led to a petition to request that 

Nottinghamshire County Council look again at the design of this junction. 

This photograph is taken from the junction of Field End Close 

and West Leake Road looking west. The top of a car is just 

visible but just before this a lower profile car disappeared 

completely in the dip. 

 

 

 

Much of the documents focus on the access to the site via West Leake Road. There is little 

information about the access via Woodgate Road. Appendix F Access Design shows, on page 22, the 

proposed design of the south access road. There are some issues with this. The diagram describes 

the railway as “disused” which is incorrect. The scope of the diagram fails to show the fact that there 

is a dog-leg here and just beyond where the road goes over the railway bridge the road takes a turn 

to the left. Exiting from this junction will mean that visibility to the left is compromised. At present 

this is outside the 30 mph zone. There is currently no footpath alongside the road and it would seem 

unlikely that there would be room to provide one across the bridge. There is no street lighting here. 

There are concerns that the road through the development could become a cut through for vehicles 

entering East Leake from Travells Hill and going towards West Leake. 

 

Additional notes re the document ‘Transport Assessment Appendices document 18_02692_OUT—

1215511’.  

This document consists of 66 pages.   

Pages 18-20 (page 18 is the first page in this document) Appendix A Pre-application Comments 
reiterate and enlarge upon much of the content of the previous transport assessment as discussed 
above.   

Appendix B Accessibility Plan, Pages 21 –22 ,show an ordnance survey map of East Leake with a 
‘2km isoline’ drawn on.  

Appendix C Flow Figures consist of diagrams showing how the traffic flowed during a survey on 12th 
July 2018 with various models of how this could alter with growth. There are no figures indicating 
the impact on the Station Road/Main Street junction and how the traffic will disperse at this point. 
However figures show that roughly 50-60% of this traffic will reach the A52/A606. There doesn’t 
seem to be any justification for these figures. 

Appendix D is a map downloaded from CrashMap showing the number and severity of collisions in 
the area for a five year period. According to this data there were six slight and three serious 
accidents during this period. The dates for this are unspecified. The map only covers West Leake 
Road, Woodgate Road and the road network between them. There is no reference to accidents in 
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the surrounding roads in and around East Leake which will be impacted by increased traffic flow. I 
have not been able to find up to date data for accidents in the local area but we are aware of several 
serious accidents in recent years and a fatality in 2017.  

Appendix E TEMPRO Data. This is data which can be downloaded from 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tempro-downloads and gives information and 
forecasts for journeys. These pages look at journeys for Rushcliffe as a whole and are not specific to 
East Leake.  

Appendix F Access Designs discussed above and in section 5.2 of the other document from the 
Parish Council.  Road/pavement width at Field End Close does not accord with 6Cs Guidelines or 
Manual for Streets.  

Appendix G TRICS Data consists of 28 pages of data downloaded from http://www.trics.org/ which 
describes itself as “the UK and Ireland’s national system of trip generation”. This uses data from 
towns such as Carrickfergus and Workington to try to analyse the effect of the increased traffic on 
our community including journeys by taxi and by train.  

Appendix H Analysis. This was done by TRL  https://www.trl.co.uk  “TRL is a global centre for 
innovation in transport and mobility”. This analysis comes with several warnings concerning the 
interpretation of the data. 

 

 
  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tempro-downloads
http://www.trics.org/
https://www.trl.co.uk/

