Leake Ward News

August 2019

From your Independent Borough Councillors – Kevin Shaw, Carys Thomas, Lesley Way

It’s been nearly 3 months since we were elected
and we thank everyone for the support you gave
us at election and the welcome shown to us since.
It has all been a bit of a whirlwind – a thorough
induction process for new councillors and the
work of the new council started immediately
after the elections, with appointments to various
positions and committees.
Committee positions are allocated proportionally
between the political parties, so we formed the
“Independent Group” to give us more influence.
People often comment that there is something
counter-intuitive about a group of independent
councillors. We work together well, but as
Independents we still make up our own minds
about issues rather than forming a collective view
or being instructed how to vote by a party “whip”.
We’ve been allocated to committee roles as
shown below, but receive agendas etc for many
committees and are able to raise issues across all
areas of work of the council.
Governance Scrutiny
Kevin
Growth and Development Scrutiny
Lesley
Planning
Carys
Interviewing
Lesley
Local Development Framework
Carys
Member Development Group
Kevin
Strategic Growth Board
Lesley
Civic Hospitality Panel
Kevin

If one of can’t make a meeting we are usually
allowed to substitute for each other because we
have formed a group, so this helps ensure you
are represented.
Contacting Us
Please contact any of us if you need help to get
any Rushcliffe Council issue resolved and we will
do our best to help and put you in touch with the
right person. You can find our contact details on
the Rushcliffe website.
If you use Facebook, please “like” or “follow” our
page for regular news.
https://www.facebook.com/Leakeward/
We’ve visited all four parishes in the ward and
attended the annual parish meetings for
Normanton on Soar, Stanford on Soar, West
Leake and East Leake. We look forward to getting
out and meeting people, so would be pleased to
hear of any events and will do our best to come
along. We are starting to hold a drop-in session
on the 1st Saturday each month at East Leake
Parish Council office from 10.00am to 12noon, so
do pop in to say hello, ask us any questions, or
bring us your concerns. If there is demand we
will organise these sessions in the other villages.

Rushcliffe Contact Point
There are plans afoot to increase the hours of
operation of Rushcliffe’s contact point in East
Leake. This is currently just available on Tuesday
mornings from the Parish Office, but discussions
are taking place about moving it to the library
with increased hours for both services. Details
are not yet finalised, but we hope to have good
news on this soon.
Planning
We all take up the opportunity to comment on
planning applications in the ward. There have
been monthly planning committee meetings,
including consideration of large scale applications
in East Leake, some other villages and West
Bridgford plus a new primary school in Edwalton.
Alongside East Leake Parish Council, we spoke in
opposition to the latest application on the Kirk
Ley site. Although providing much needed
smaller homes, this increase in numbers from 36
to 83 homes on the plot in question will create a
very hard edge to the village, with taller houses
visible against the ridgeline.
We supported a motion at the Council meeting in
July to look at ways to improve the energy
efficiency standards for new homes.
Cotes – Large Development
There is news of a resubmitted application for a
huge housing development between Stanford
and Cotes – not in Rushcliffe, but a serious issue
for Leake Ward could be the impact of extra
traffic on our country roads, and through the
villages of Stanford and Normanton in particular.

Free Trees
Rushcliffe will be providing to free trees to
residents who apply by 30th September. To apply:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RushcliffeFr
eeTrees2019

The Community Support Scheme
Each Borough Councillor is able to provide grant
funding to local groups for small community
items or projects in the ward, provided they meet
the requirements of the scheme. This is a small
scale grant but can be invaluable to the
community in provision of facilities and enabling
events and activities to happen. Please get in
touch with one of us if you think your
organisation could benefit and we will receive
applications on a rolling basis, and work together
so that you don’t have to apply to more than one
of us.
Lutterell Hall
West Bridgford residents have gathered many
signatures on a petition expressing concern about
plans to market Lutterell Hall in West Bridgford,
i.e. see if there would be interest from
developers if it was to be sold. The West
Bridgford customer contact point is due to move
out of the police station as this site is also to be
marketed for sale. We raised concerns at the July
council meeting about the principle of selling off
property assets that could serve the community
in the future.
The Chain Ferry – Normanton On Soar

