
East Leake area flooding, “Storm Dennis”, 15-16 February 2020 

This is a summary of flooding impact at East Leake on 15/16 February. Further photographs are 

available if required and can been seen on the Facebook Page “East Leake Community Group”. 

Kingston brook burst its banks flooding a large area. Aerial photos (see below) were taken late 

afternoon on 16th, with the water already receding. As well as covering “flood plain” land (including 

car parks and children’s play area) it submerged gardens, entered homes, with at least one cottage 

on Costock Road severely affected. The main road through East Leake by the fire station was deeply 

flooded and impassable for cars for some of the time. Pavements in this area were completely 

covered.   

The account below is from the occupant of a flooded cottage on Costock Road: 

When we woke up at around 7am there was already extensive flooding to the fields behind 

our home and also in the field between us at the Co-op. This is not unusual and we were not 

overly concerned. An hour later we looked out of the window to find the water was 

streaming across the back garden and into the garages, moving from the direction of the Co-

op towards the playing field. The water was moving very quickly and the levels rose fast. 

Within the garage there was around 18 inches of water, it covered our Wellington boots. The 

water moved across, pooled in the playing field and then across our front gardens. We have 

stuffed internal flooding through both the front and back of our home. We had around 4 

inches inside the house.  

The water moved at significant pace with a strong current. Around lunchtime something 

changed, like the tide was suddenly going out. The water began to flow in the exact opposite 

direction and back out of our homes, like it suddenly had somewhere else to go. The rain had 

not let up at this point, if anything there was more water than ever at the point when the 

water receded, at pace. It was as if a gate had been opened somewhere.  

 Because of the direction the water came from, straight past the sewage pumping Station, 

we expect it to have been quite contaminated. This is obviously an additional major concern.  

 We have never experienced this before. We always expect the land to flood, but not our 

homes, which have been where they are since 1831. The way the water suddenly changed 

direction feels strange and we would like to better understand why this happened. This was 

not standing water entering our homes, our house ended up in the middle of a river. 

 I hope our experience is helpful in understanding how Kingston Brook coped with the flood 

water.  

Sheepwash Brook also burst its banks and Brookside alongside it was impassable.    

The drains under Brookside, Main Street, Gotham Road and Costock Road are mixed storm water 

and foul water, and in these conditions they are full and push sewage up through the manhole 

covers, where it mixes with brook water and runoff.  So the village is bathed in sewage, and some 

residents near manholes are particularly badly affected.   

 The pumping station is in the centre of the village, with its open sewage storage tank next to a 

children's nursery.  The pumping capacity is completely inadequate to deal with what is delivered to 



it.  The tank has a consented untreated sewage flow into Kingston Brook for exceptional 

circumstances, but this now happens frequently.  Furthermore the brook is believed to flow back 

into the tank under certain conditions, the sewage comes over the top of the tank and runs down 

the car park exit road. (This is not covered by the consent.)  It then covers the main road and people 

have to walk through it. Faeces is deposited along with items such as toilet paper and panty 

liners.  Our volunteers wade in the brook to collect stuff left on trees.  There is growing disquiet here. 

  
 

Looking East – Costock in the distance, Stonebridge 
drive to the left. Water extends over gardens on 
Costock Road to the right. 

Looking West - Gotham road car park in 
foreground partly covered, children’s play area 
and skatepark submerged. 

  
Centre of the village (late pm) Centre of village (around 2pm) 

 
 

Co-op car park Gardens off Costock Road 



  
Cottage parking area Costock rd Costock Road 

  
Gardens, Costock Road Costock Road 

  

Sheepwash Brook over footpath at Meadow Park Sheepwash Brook at Meadow Park 

  

Sheepwash Brook and playing field at Meadow Park Gotham Road Playground 



  
Kingston brook, along  West Leake Rd Kingston brook over the road, West Leake 

 
 

Sheepwash Brook at Brookside Sheepwash Brook at Brookside 

  

Sheepwash Brook at Brookside Kingston Brook at Sheep Plank Lane 



 
 

Balancing pond and area adjacent, Cornflower way Car park and adjacent drainage ditch Cornflower 
Way 

  

Costock road fields towards Kingston brook Manhole, Costock Road/Meeting House Close 

 
 

Manhole Costock Road Love and Piste entrance Manhole cover in the aftermath of flooding, 
showing  toilet paper pushed up through cover. 
Location Gotham Rd beween Stonebridge Drive 
and the bridge by the fire station 

 

Cllr C Thomas, 27 February 2020 

 


