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Paper on Strategy for Signage of Reminding Drivers of the Speed Limit in East Leake- February 

2020 -  Cllr Jenny de Villiers 

Speed limits are set to balance road safety traffic concerns with the effect to reduce pace of traffic, 

increase safety for pedestrians, reduce consumption of fuel and reduce vehicle emissions. 

2004 (World Health Organisation) reported that 22% of all injury was from road traffic and without 

“increased efforts and initiatives” rates would increase by 65% by 2020. Maximum speed limit places 

an upper limit and takes note of the speed on which a road is designed to be driven.  30mph was 

introduced in 1934.  Most drivers and pedestrians think speeds are generally too high but 95% of 

drivers admit to exceeding speed limits.  Speed limits on their own do not necessarily reduce speed 

and should be supported by measures to remind drivers i.e. signage, traffic calming etc.  The 20mph 

limit survey in 2010 at Portsmouth City Council found a small reduction in speed and accidents. 

Effectiveness 

Speed cameras may change culture.  Speed is at the core of the road safety problem (now existing in 

most communities).  The reasons to comply include VRU (vulnerable road users) and reduce risk of 

being injured.   

Current Situation 

East Leake is now a large village of expected increase in population to c10,000.  As reported by the 

WHO above, the increased volume of traffic through housing and to allow drivers to get to their 

destination as quickly as possible, has allowed the problem to become one of focus and concern for 

East Leake.  Many other surrounding villages experience the same issue and have addressed this by 

mobilising groups of people to form “SpeedWatch” groups (including East Leake) and to use various 

designs of speed signage.  Data has been collected over the years by Speedwatch groups and sent in 

to the police (currently PC Howard Shinn).  The current Speedwatch group reports that there are 

many areas in East Leake affected, centrally through the main thoroughfare (personal experience 

shows difficulty for children and elderly to cross the road at the Church often with heightened traffic 

and speed from two ways and there is now no “lollypop lady” to assist at school times.  A data 

collection location at the foot of Burton Walk noted speeding  traffic approaching  Main Street from 

Brookside end. Costock Road (where most offenders were recorded by Speedwatch over a number 

of years of collation of data) has been a focus of attention to monitor the reaction of motorists to 

the 30mph Speedsign there.  The sign there now has a confusing location as it located before 

housing and the current Speedwatch group suggest a better location would be nearer the Playing 

Field so drivers are warned earlier and have more time to adjust their speed.   

The Mobile Unit has attended at the Costock Road location and quite a few offenders were  

recorded but after the 2 sessions there we are not aware of their return.  NCC do not currently see a 

need for more signage in East Leake as there has been no serious accident or death. The sign located 

at the entry to East Leake on West Leake Road is felt to be of limited value as it approaches a bend 

with limited vision due to vehicles parking on roadside thus causing traffic to slow. 

Signage  

Residents of East Leake are at a loss to understand why there is so little signage within the village 

and on other entry/exit  roads, when other locations such as Stanford on Soar, Normanton, Barrow, 

and many other much smaller villages do have visible interactive signage.  The argument given by 

NCC is that there is not sufficient evidence although Speedwatch, plus others, have provided 

feedback and this has been clearly spoken about for a number of years by residents and a number of 

Speedwatch groups.  The increased housing causes volume and the need to travel to locations in and 

out of the village. 
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Effectiveness 

Studies have shown that slowing traffic down will reduce the chances of a fatal accident.  A 

pedestrian hit by a car at 40mph has a 90% fatality; at 20mph the fatality rate decreases to 10%.  

Just a small reduction in speed has a dramatic effect on whether those involved live or die.  Radar 

speed signs are a proven traffic calming solution to raise the speed awareness of oncoming drivers.  

Studies repeatedly show that when alerted, speeders will slow down up to 80% of the time.  After 21 

months of operation, the radar speed sign continues to be effective in reducing the average speeds 

in neighbourhoods and cut-through roads.  (Data collected by StreetSmart Software). 

South Gloucester Council installed vehicle activated signs in 1998, 33 signs in sites where there has 

been a high level of reported speeding.  Data collected before and after the signs were erected show 

the speed limit reduced by 21%, average traffic speed reduced by 4mph and accident numbers 

estimated to reduce by 7%.  However, guidelines insist collation of speed data and accident 

numbers.  The Council has purchased 2 portable vehicle activated signs to determine suitability of a 

site for permanent sign, collect data and warn speeding to slow down.  The majority of signs in South 

Gloucestershire  display a message “SLOW DOWN” with a speed roundel showing the road’s speed 

limit, particularly located near to a school, or for elderly persons etc. (Reference: Vehicle Activated 

Signs in South Gloucestershire. 

 

In Summary 

Prevention is better than cure and deterrents of any sort is welcomed by local communities i.e. 

Neighbourhood Watch schemes in the case of crime and anti-social behaviour.  Speedwatch groups 

have identified and logged speeding historically.  Residents have reported this problem to a survey 

by the East Leake Community Plan Group, Neighbourhood Watch (where the police attend) and to 

myself as a Councillor. 

 

The East Leake Parish Council is asked to include in its future strategy and planning: 

 Use of past and present collection of data and traffic flow, particularly at peak times (school 

run) but it is noticed that the problem appears to be taking place throughout the day within 

the village and supporting entry/exit roads.  

 Make representation to the local County Councillor and Notts County Council. 

 Explore types and provision of speed signage in East Leake at locations identified as priority 

i.e. Woodgate Road, Castle Hill, Gotham Road, Kirk Ley, foot of Burton Walk along Brookside 

to Main Street – using local knowledge, data and build on experience of other Councils who 

have addressed this issue. 

 LEDs are now replacing fibre optics in display messages, use less energy and increase the 

impact of the sign. 

 The new generation of signs are more intelligent and can capture speed and monitoring of 

these results are useful for analytical and remedial purposes. 

 Signs powered by solar/wind generation have been developed.  Modern signs are compact 

and less intrusive.     

If the East Leake Parish Council consents to pursue this strategy (and I hope it will), to support the 

well-being and safety of residents as the village expands with responsibility taken to react to 

community views.  Surrounding villages already have this intervention in place in the best interests 

of the communities they serve and find them to be an effective reminder to “Slow Down”.   

  


