
East Leake Parish Council 

Consultation about Transport Improvements 

 

The working group of Cllrs Maggs, Taylor, and Thomas met on 1 July and drew up a list of possible 

projects for ELPC to promote. 

 

1.  Temporary Changes – Lantern Lane 

 

In view of the immediacy of this issue, we have already submitted this request for funding from the 

Emergency Active Travel Fund via Cllr Brown as follows: 

 

The issue we identified was potential worsening of the situation on Lantern Lane in 

September at the morning and evening school peak times.   Already problematic, this could 

become much worse with potentially more children arriving by car, more buses, possibly 

more children cycling and walking, on top of the need for social distancing for pedestrians 

and cyclists. We request please that this be considered by traffic experts from NCC, in 

conjunction with the schools, to devise a suitable scheme, apply for funding and implement.  

 

Possible temporary measures could include: 

 

• widening pavements Lantern Lane/Gotham Road (perhaps with temporary surfacing 

of grassed areas) and/or creating pop-up cycle/pedestrian lanes 

• prohibiting parking on Lantern Lane and surrounding roads - temporary yellow lines 

• a one way system for drop off and pick up (e.g. St Mary's Crescent/Sharpley Drive or 

Falcon Way/Redwing Close 

• utilising in some way the "bus turning area" provided at the end of Redwing Close 

• change of speed limit on Lantern Lane to enforce 20mph 

• temporary improvement to Sheep Plank Lane as a walking/cycling route from 

Costock Road 

• one way walking route using the Carlton Crescent access 

• temporary crossing supervisors 

• etc. 

 

2. Widening of existing footway at Railway Bridges 

 

At the railway bridge on Gotham Road between the entrance into St Gobain and the bottom of 

Stocking Lane there is currently no footpath. We would like to suggest a path connecting with the 

one already on the Stocking Lane side of the bridge. In the current lockdown residents are walking 

more frequently and this is a much used route. In addition many St Gobain employees walk along 

here at lunch time. It would also encourage walking from the Ridgeway and Gotham to East Leake as 

an alternative to using a car or public transport. Whilst we appreciate this is a narrow stretch of road 

even a narrow path would better than no path. 

 

There is a similar issue at the train bridge on Travell’s Hill going out of East Leake. Here we would like 

you to consider a narrow path from the end of the footpath, through the Country Park on the 

Mulberry Way Estate, to the footpath on the other side of the train bridge. Currently there is nothing 

for pedestrians to walk on and again this is a much used route for exercise in the current lockdown. 



 

3. Upgrade of footpath to cycle path, Mill Stone to Parish Office, with cycle parking 

 

The existing footpath from the millstone on Meadow Park to the back of the Parish Council building 

is in desperate need of some attention, with cycle parking located in the Gotham Road car park. The 

path is currently unsuitable for walkers as it is very uneven (due to tree roots) and too narrow to 

accommodate more than one person. By widening and improving the surface of the path from the 

mill stone to the PC building, it would allow residents of the Gotham Road area of the village to cycle 

into the village away from the main road.   

 

Currently there is an excellent cycle path through Meadow Park from Nixon Walk, all the way to the 

mill stone.  This is well-used by residents, but the path does not join up with the village 

itself.  Cyclists of all ages are therefore required to dismount at the mill stone, and push their 

bicycles along the path, through the carpark, and then over the road to the Health Centre where 

there is cycle parking.  When there is a family with small children, they struggle to safely cross this 

busy road with bicycles and small children, just to park securely.  Additional cycle parking on the 

west side of Gotham Road would mean that they would not need to cross the road with bicycles, 

and it would also mean that those visiting the playpark could park their bicycles securely.  Cycle 

racks could be provided as part of this project or by the Parish Council. 

 

4.  Connectivity with Gotham 

 

Gotham children travel to East Leake for Secondary School, and there are close links between the 

villages.  With public transport restricted by COVID measures and increased emphasis on cycling and 

walking, there is an opportunity to improve foot and cycle connectivity.  Item 2 (above) discusses the 

area around the railway bridge.  From there towards Gotham there is a continuous footpath but 

hugely overgrown and very narrow between Stocking Lane and the Ridgeway, where it crosses to 

the other side of the road.  Clearing and widening this would improve pedestrian access with 

possibility of off road cycling also.    

 

5.  Gotham Road 

 

We understand there are already plans to widen the footpath on the eastern side of Gotham Road 

from Stonebridge Drive into the village.  Travelling north from Stonebridge Drive to St Gobain, this 

footpath is heavily used for the school run and at lunchtime by employees from the St Gobain site.  

With the current requirement for social distancing, measures are needed to widen this footpath, for 

instance by taking encroaching grass back to its original line.  A one-way system on the pavements 

on West and East sides would be another option.  Could the council look at providing an adequate 

footpath from the end of Holme Avenue to the corner of St Mary’s Crescent to provide an 

alternative walking and/or cycling route away from the traffic on Gotham Road?  Wherever possible, 

for safety reasons, there should be physical barriers separating pedestrians and cyclists.  

 

 

 


